EDUCATION FOR  A  WORLD  ADRIFT

The life without standards exists in all epochs, but it is
the peculiar danger of a rich society at whose feet every
kind of facility, distraction and pleasure are poured in
indiscriminate profusion. Commercialism helps the chaos.
For the aim of commerce is not to sell what is best for
people or even what they really need, but simply to sell:
its final standard is successful sale. Such a society breeds
the type which Plato calls the 'democratic' man, behind
the lineaments of whose portrait, drawn more than 2000
years ago, we discern a contemporary face:

He spends as much time and pains and money on his

superfluous pleasures as on the necessary ones----He sets

all his pleasures on a footing of equality, denying to none
equal rights and maintenance, and allowing each in turn,
as it presents itself, to succeed to the government of his
soul until it is satisfied. When he is told that some pleasures
should be pursued and valued as arising from desires of
a higher order, others chastised and enslaved because the
desires are base, he will shut the gates of the citadel against
the messengers of truth, shaking his head and declaring
that one appetite is as good as another and all must have
their equal rights. So he spends his days indulging the
pleasure of the moment, now intoxicated with wine and
music, and then taking to a spare diet and drinking
nothing but water; one day in hard training, the next
doing nothing at all, the third apparently immersed in
study. Every now and then he takes a part in politics,
and jumps to his feet to say or do whatever comes into
his head. Or he will set out to rival someone whom he
admires, a soldier perhaps, or, if the fancy takes him,
a man of business.1

Such a character is not wholly bad.  It has moments of
energy and intermittent spurts of goodness, but the desire

1 Republic, 561.
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